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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Pursuant to USC 131, claims 1 -23 are presented for examination. 

Priority 

2. Applicant's claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) or 
under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 14-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

3.1 Claims 14-16 recite the limitation " said first subset of specified network features". There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For the purpose of examination, 
the limitation will be interpreted as said subset of specified network features. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, and 13-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
US Patent 6,970,927 to Stewart et al. 

As per claim 1, Stewart et al discloses a wireless network (see column 9, lines 39-42), 
defining a plurality of different classes of service, where the different classes of service include 
(see column 16, lines 13-20) a first level access providing access to local resources as well as 
access to the Internet that meets the recitation of defining a plurality of different classes of 
service, where the different classes of service include at least a first class of service that includes 
a first set of permissions for access to resources (see column 16, lines 13-15), and a second 
access level allowing access to the Internet only that meets the recitation of and a second class of 
service which includes a second set of permissions of access to resources (see column 16, lines 
15-20). 

As per claim 2, Stewart et al discloses a first level access providing access to local 
resources as well as access to the Internet that meets the recitation of wherein said first class of 
service includes one of a greater amount of network access or a greater speed of network access 
than said second class of service (see column 16, lines 13-20). 
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As per claim 3, Stewart et al discloses a first level access providing access to local 
resources and a second access level allowing access to the Internet only but not entitled to view 
or utilize network local resources (see column 16, lines 13-20) that meets the recitation of 
wherein said first class of service allows users to obtain access to files, and said second class of 
service allows access to Internet but not access to files. 

As per claim 5, Stewart et al discloses an access granting mechanism that detects user's 
access level within an identification information and automatically grants the appropriate service 
if the user has a greater access level or grants the other level if the user does not have the 
appropriate level access that meets the recitation of wherein said wireless network includes an 
access granting mechanism, that detects a user's network credential, and automatically grants 
one of said levels of services based on a user's credentials, or grants the other level of service if 
the user's credentials do not meet a specified criteria (see column 17, lines 44-67). 

As per claim 6, Stewart et al discloses a wireless network system, comprising: allocating 
different channels based on user's credentials (access level), the respective communication 
channel (first wireless network portion) allows access to specified level of access to services (i.e. 
private portions of the network) whereas the second level of access associated with another 
channel (a second wireless network portion) that does not have access to private resources (see 
column 14, lines 14-38 and column 16, lines 37-47) that meets the recitation of a first wireless 
network portion, which is accessed by users having a first credential, and which allows a first 
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specified level of access to services; and a second wireless network portion, which is accessed by 
users not having said first credential, which allows a second specified level of access to services 
which includes less services than said first specified level of access to services and Stewart et al 
also discloses a plurality of PCD and access points and each PCD has Ethernet card and 
identification information for communicating with a wireless access point (see column 5, line 59 
through column 6, line 18 and column 16, lines 13-47) that meets the recitation of first wireless 
network portion and second wireless network portion. 

As per claim 7, Stewart et al discloses wherein said level of access to services specifies 
an amount of bandwidth (see column 19, lines 5-8). 

As per claim 8, Stewart et al discloses allowing access to specified level of access to 
services (i.e. private resources of the network) that meets the recitation of wherein said level of 
access to services specifies an amount of access to network files (see column 14, lines 14-38 and 
column 16, lines 29-37). 

As per claim 9, Stewart et al discloses one or more access points located in the same 
location as well as access point with different communication channels and plurality of separate 
networks located in the same location that meets the recitation of wherein said first and second 
wireless network portions are separate wireless networks operating in the same location (see 
column 9, lines 10-40 and column 16, lines 29-37). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/800,472 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2136 

As per claim 10, Stewart et al discloses wherein said first credential comprises a key 
(see column 6, lines 18-25 and column 14, lines 55-59). 

As per claim 11, Stewart et al discloses wherein said key comprises an indication that a 
user has paid for a certain specified service ((see column 14, lines 39-59). 

As per claim 13, Stewart et al discloses a wireless network system, comprising: a first 
PCD which transmits a first wireless network (see column 6, lines 33-41) having identification 
information to get access and provides access to specified network features (see column 13, lines 
1 8-27) that meets the recitation of : a first portion which transmits a first wireless network that 
requires a specified key to get access, and provides access to specified network features; and 
another PCD that does not require the identification information to get access, and provides the 
lowest possible level of access to only external access such as the Internet (a subset of said 
specified network features) (see column 13, lines 34-44 and column 12, lines 28-33 and lines 42- 
46) that meets the recitation of ; a second portion which transmits a second wireless network that 
does not require said specified key to get access, and provides access to only a subset of said 
specified network features. 

As per claim 14, Stewart et al discloses wherein said first subset of specified network 
features includes a bandwidth limited Internet access (see column 12, lines 39-47). 
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As per claim 1 5, Stewart et al discloses wherein said first subset of specified network 
features includes only a limited total amount of information which can be obtained (see column 
12, lines 42-47). 

As per claim 16, Stewart et al discloses wherein said first subset of specified network 
features includes only certain web pages that can be accessed via the Internet (see column 12, 
lines 16-27). 

As per claim 17, Stewart et al discloses a method comprising: at a first location allowing 
a user to use identification information to get access to a computer system containing wireless 
network resources which has a specified level of network features (see column 13, lines 18-27) 
that meets the recitation of at a first location, first allowing a user to obtain access to wireless 
network resources which has a specified level of network features by logging in using a first 
network credential; and at the same location allowing a user that does not require the 
identification information to get access, and provides the lowest possible level of access to only 
external access such as the Internet (a subset of said specified network features) (see column 13, 
lines 34-44 and column 12, lines 28-33 and lines 42-46) that meets the recitation of and at said 
first location, second allowing a user to obtain access to a first subset of said specified level of 
network features, less than said specified level of network features, without using said first 
network credential to log in. 



Application/Control Number: 10/800,472 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2136 

As per claim 18, Stewart et al discloses wherein said second allowing comprises 
allowing access to either a lesser amount of network access or a lesser speed of network access 
than said first allowing (see column 12, lines 42-46). 

As per claim 19, Stewart et al discloses a first level access providing access to local 
resources and a second access level allowing access to the Internet only but not entitled to view 
or utilize network local resources (see column 16, lines 13-20) that meets the recitation of 
wherein said first allowing allows access to files, and said second allowing does not allow 
access to files, but does allow access to Internet. 

As per claim 20, Stewart et al discloses detecting a user's network credential and 
automatically granting one of said first allowing or said second allowing based on said 
credential (see column 17, lines 44-67). 

As per claim 21, Stewart et al discloses an access granting mechanism that detects user's 
access level within an identification information and automatically grants the appropriate service 
if the user has a greater access level or grants the other level if the user does not have the 
appropriate level access that meets the recitation of wherein said credential comprises an 
specified key, and said automatically granting comprises automatically granting said first 
allowing if an authorized key is detected, or automatically granting said second allowing if said 
authorized key is not detected (see column 17, lines 44-67). 
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As per claim 22, Stewart et al discloses wherein said key comprises an indication that a 
user has paid for a certain specified service (see column 14, lines 39-59). 

As per claim 23, Stewart et al discloses second allowing allows internet access but only 
to certain web pages (see column 12, lines 16-27). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent 6,970,927 to Stewart et al. 

As per claim 4, Stewart et al substantially discloses the claimed method of claim 1 and 
further discloses selecting bandwidth or communication channel based on identification 
information and access level and whether they have access to more resources (see column 1 9, 
lines 5-8, 14-19 and lines 38-48). Stewart et al does not explicitly state that the second class of 
service obtains a more limited upload and/or download speeds for Internet than said first class 
of service, however, based on the suggestions above, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of Stewart et al 
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to obtain a more limited upload and/or download speeds for Internet than said first class of 
service because the first class of service has a higher level of access and more resources such as 
private resources than the second class of service as suggested by Stewart et al. One of ordinary 
skill in the art would have recognized the advantages to be able to control bandwidths with 
respect to access level as to provide higher bandwidth/speed to users with higher level of access 
because they are accessing more resources than the lower level as suggested by Stewart et al 
(see column 19, lines 5-8 and 45-48). 

As per claim 12, Stewart et al substantially discloses the claimed method of claim 1 and 
further discloses the identification information may be in form of digital certificate (see column 
12, lines 4-15). Examiner takes official notice that it is very well known in the art that a digital 
certificate may include encryption key (such as public key) to access information. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the method of Stewart et al to use an encryption key as identification information so as 
to provide security for private information as well-known in the art (see column 12, lines 4-15 
and column 16, lines 21-47). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure as the prior art discloses several of the claimed features. (See PTO-form 892). 
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6. 1 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carl Colin whose telephone number is 571-272-3862. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, 8:00-6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser G. Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Carl Colin/ 

Patent Examiner, A.U. 2136 
September 14, 2007 



